ERARY~)

MECHON HADAR

Shmuel HaKattan
And the Curse Against the Heretics

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer — kaunferl@mechonbadar.org

Chicago Yom Iyun:
“Good Jews”, “Bad Jews” and the Relationship Among Us

1) “Blessing” for Jewish Christians
Daily Amidah, Ashkenazi

And for the slanderers let there be no hope,

And may all evil perish in an instant.

And may all your enemies speedily be cut off.

And the willful sinners: Speedily uproot, smash, cast
down and humble speedily in our days.

Blessed are you, YHVH, who breaks enemies and

humbles willful sinners.

2) The Essence of Shmuel HaKattan?
Mishnah Avot 4:19

Shmuel HaKattan says: “If your enemy falls, don’t
be glad. If he trips, don’t let your heart rejoice. Lest
YHVH see it and be displeased, and avert His wrath
from him” (Proverbs 24:17-18).
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3) The Source of the “Minim” Blessing
Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 28b-29a

Mishnah: Rabban Gamliel says: “Every day a person
should pray eighteen (the Awmidah).” Rabbi Yehoshua

says: “‘Essence’ of eighteen”...

Gemara:... These eighteen, but there are nineteen
(blessings)!...

Our rabbis taught [in a baraita]: “Shimon the
flaxworker ordered eighteen blessings before Rabban
Gamliel, in fitting order, in Yavneh.

“Rabban Gamliel said to the Sages: ‘Is there a person
who knows how to fix the “blessing” for the mznim
(Jewish Christians)?” Shmuel HaKattan stood up and
fixed it.

The next year, he forgot/cancelled it, and he looked
at it [reduced it?] for two or three moments, but they
didn’t bring him up [i.e. remove him from leading the
Amidah).”

Guiding Questions:
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What is Shmuel HaKattan’s role in setting the blessing for minim? How is that different from the story below?
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4) An Alternate Story
Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 5:3, 9c

We find Tannain disagreeing:

For all [the blessings of the Amzdah) we don’t recall
him [from leading] except for one who doesn’t say:
“Who revives the dead” and “Who humbles willful
sinners” and “Who rebuilds Jerusalem.”

I say he is a zin (Jewish Christian).

Shmuel HaKattan passed before the ark (i.e. led the
Amidah) and he erased “who humbles willful sinners”
at the end. He started to look at them. They said to

him: “The sages didn’t take this into measure.”

5) Another Interrogation of R. Gamliel
Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 27b

Our rabbis taught [in a baraita]: “A story: A student
came before Rabbi Yehoshua and said to him: “The
Awmidah of evening: Permitted or required?” He said:
‘Permitted.’

“IThe student] came before Rabban Gamliel and said
to him: “The Awmidah of evening: Permitted or
required”” He said: ‘Required.” He said to him: ‘But
R. Yehoshua said permitted!” [Rabban Gamliel] said:
‘Wait here until all the shield-bearers enter the study
hall.’

“When the shield-bearers entered, the questioner
stood and asked: ‘The Awmidah of evening: Permitted
or required?” Rabban Gamliel said to him:
‘Required.” Rabban Gamliel said to the Sages: ‘Is

there a person who disagrees on this matter?’
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“R. Yehoshua said to him, ‘No.” [Rabban Gamliel
said]: ‘But in your name they told me: Permitted!”
He said to him: ‘R. Yehoshua: Stand on your legs

b

and they will testify against you...”

Guiding Question:
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How does R. Gamliel’s bebavior here shed light on the Babylonian Talmud’s story of the formation of the “blessing” of heretics

(source 3)¢

6) Shmuel HaKattan as the Eighth Man
Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 10b-11a

Our rabbis taught [in a baraita]: “Do not add a leap
year except with those invited to do it.

“A story: Rabban Gamliel said: ‘Let seven rise early
with me to the roof.” He rose eatly and found eight.
He said: “Who came up without permission? Go
down!” Shmuel HaKattan stood up and said: ‘I was
the one who went up without permission, but not to
add a leap year I came up, rather to learn practical law
I needed to come.” [R. Gamliel] said to him: ‘Sit, my
son, sit. All the years are fitting to be intercalated by
your hand, it’s just that the sages said: “Don’t add a
leap year except with those invited to do so.””

And it wasn’t Shmuel HaKattan [who was the eighth
person|, rather it was another person. But because of

[preventing] embarrassment he did this.

Guiding Question:
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What is the character of Shmmuel HaKattan as it emerges from these sources below?
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7) Another Version: Eldad and Meidad
Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 1:2; 18c

A story: Rabban Gamliel said: “Call me seven elders
to the roof,” and eight came.

He said: “Who entered without permission?”
Shmuel HaKattan stood on his legs and said: “I
came up without permission. I needed a law, and I
entered to ask about it.”

Rabban Gamliel said to him: “What, Eldad and
Meidad? All of Israel knows that if they are two, you
would be one of them.” Nevertheless, they didn’t
intercalate the year on that day, but differed on other

matters, and intercalated it on the next day.

8) Who are Eldad and Meidad?
Numbers 11:25-26

»®YHVH descended in a cloud and spoke to him
[Moses]. He overflowed with the spirit that was
upon him, and gave it to the seventy elders. When
the spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but did
not continue. *’But two men remained in the camp:
Eldad and Meidad. The spirit rested on them—they
were among those recorded, but did not go out from

the tent, but prophesied in the camp.

9) The Character of Eldad and Meidad
Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 17a

Rabbi Shimon said: “In the camp [Eldad and
Meidad] remained. At the time that God said to
Moses: ‘Gather for me seventy people’ (Numbers
11:16) Eldad and Meidad said: “We are not fitting for

this greatness.’
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God said: ‘Since you belittled yourself, I will add
greatness above their [the elders’] greatness.” What
was this greatness he added to them? All the
prophets prophesied but then stopped, but they
prophesied and didn’t stop. What was their
prophecy? That Moses would die and Joshua would

bring them into the land of Israel.”

10) Gatrlic in the Beit Midrash
Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 11a

Rabbi was sitting and teaching, and smelled garlic.
He said: “Whoever ate garlic—out!”

Rabbi Hiyya [who didn’t do it] stood up and went
out. They all stood up and went out...

where did he learn it? From Rabbi Meir. As it is

and R. Hiyya,

taught [in a baraital: “A story: A woman came to the
Beit Midrash of R. Meir and said to him: ‘Rabbi, one
of your students wedded me through intercourse.” R.
Meir stood up and wrote her a divorce document,
and gave it to her. They all stood up and wrote and
gave it to her.”

And R. Meir, where did he learn it? From Shmuel
HaKattan...

11) What is Shmuel “Little”?
Jerusalem Talmud Sotah 9:13; 24b

Why was he called Shmuel HaKattan [Samuel the
Little]? Because he belittled himself. Some say:
“Because he was slightly less than Samuel of Ramath

[the prophet].”
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12) Shmuel HaKattan’s Critique
Babylonian Talmud Taanit 25b

Shmuel HaKattan declared a public fast, and the rains
came before dawn. The people thought to say this
was praise of the public, but he said to them: “I will
tell you a parable: What is it similar to? To a servant
who asks for a prize from his master. He said to
them: ‘Give to him, and I won’t have to hear his
voice.”

Again Shmuel HaKattan declared a public fast and
the rains came after sunset. The people thought to
say this was praise of the public, but Shmuel said to
them: “Itis not praise of the public; I will tell you a
parable: What is it similar to? To a servant who asks
for a prize from his master, and he said to them:
‘Wait here until you are crushed and troubled,” and

then he gave it to them.”

13) Shmuel as Prophet
Tosefta Sotah 13:3-4

When the later prophets Haggai, Zekharyah and
Malakhi died, the holy spirit ceased from Israel.
Nevertheless, they would hear a heavenly voice. A
story: When the sages gathered to the roof of Beit
Guryah in Jericho, a heavenly voice came out and
said to them: “There is one among you who is fitting
for the holy spirit, but his generation is not
meritorious.”

They looked at Hillel the Elder. When he died, they
said of him: “What a humble man, what a jasid,

student of Ezra.”
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Another time: They were sitting in Yavneh and
heard a heavenly voice say: “There is one among you
who is fitting for the holy spirit, but his generation is
not meritorious.

They looked at Shmuel HaKattan. When he died,
what did they say? “What a humble man, what a
hasid, student of Hillel the Elder.” He said at the
moment of his death: “Shimon and Yishmael for the
sword, the rest of the nation for plunder. After this,
great disasters will follow.” And he said this in
Aramaic.

Even about Yehudah ben Bava they established to
say about him: “What a humble man, what a Jasid,
student of Shmuel HaKattan.” But the moment was

too much troubled [because of persecutions.

14) The Death of Shmuel HaKattan
Massekhtot Ketanot Smahot 8:7

... [Rabban Gamliel] said to [Shmuel HaKattan]:
“One puts keys and notebook in the coffin of the
dead in order to arouse grief.” When Shmuel
HaKattan died, they put his key and notebook in the
coffin because he had no son.

Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Eleazar eulogized him,
and said: “For this is it good to cry, for this it is right
to mourn. When kings die, they leave their crown to
their children, when rich people die, they leave their
riches to their children. Shmuel HaKattan took all of

the pleasures of the world and left.”
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15) Another Person Who Knows
Babylonian Talmud Pesahim 66a

Our rabbis taught: “This balakhah disappeared from
the Benei Beteira: Once the 14" (of Nisan) was
falling on Shabbat. They forgot and didn’t know if
Pesah superseded Shabbat or not. They said: Is
there anyone who knows if Pesah supersedes
Shabbat or not?” They said to them: ‘There is one
person who came up from Bavel, Hillel the Bavli is
his name, who served the two greats of the
generation: Shmaya and Avtalyon, and he knows if

Pesah supersedes Shabbat or not...”

16) Midrash vs. Prayer
Zohar A: Midrash Ne’elam 105a

Rabbi said: “It is forbidden for a person to pray that
evil people depart from this world, for if the Holy
One had removed Terah from the world when he
was an idol worshipper, Avraham our father would
not have come into the wotld, and the tribes of
Israel, and King David, and the King Moshiah would
not have come to the world, and Torah would not
have been given, and all those adikin and basidin:

and prophets would not have come to the world.

2% 291700 Haa Tbn

TY2IXR PN NAR OO .X°N2 °32n AnhyNI T 7990 (1327 un
Naw DX AT 10D OK W XYY MOW ,Nawa N1 Wy
N2AWS DR M7 170D OR PTIW 27N WY 2792 AR IRD OX
92277 59,5220 ARV WO TR QTR 00 1NR 2RD OX
0D OR Y7171 TPOVARY VAW T T I WY N
2R MO IRD R NAWwS DR M

7P 0T RO NN (MUWRNZ) R 770 20YIT WATR - N
R 7Y

1M IPPN0W YW DY HHONI7 2TRY 17 TI0K 227 N
D27 1M 7IN7 RAT T2 RWTIP PD0 ROAIRW 29w
PRI VWY 27T AR DR KA K7 1Y T2W WD
QNIR 921 7301 R? 77N W 720 71T TR 190 KD
0912 17 XY DRI DPT°0NT DO

ERiARY=)~

MECHON HADAR

9




